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Genera common to New Caledonia and Australia, but not 
found in Fiji, 27 (this includes Waders and Sea-birds). 

Genera found in New Caledonia and Fiji not found in Aus- 
tralia, 2. 

Genera common to all three countries, 29. 

Genera found only in New Caledonia, 6. 

Genera found only in Fiji, 4. 

Species common to New Caledonia and Australia, but not 
found in Fiji, 33. 

Species common to Fiji and Australia, but not to New 
Caledonia, not one ! 


From this analysis it is evident that New Caledonia is 
essentially Australian. We have not materials enough yet 
to institute a proper comparison with the avifauna of the 
New Hebrides and other islands to the northward and east- 
ward; but what little we have shows that it differs considerably 
from ours, and that this is probably the most easterly limit 
of the Australian avifauna. 


XX.—WNotes on some Birds collected or observed by Mr. E. 
Leopold C. Layard in the New Hebrides. By Messrs. E. 
L. Layarp, and E. L. C. Layvarp. With Remarks by the 
Rev. Canon Tristram, F.R.S. &c. 


Tue islands visited by Mr. Leopold Layard during his cruise 
through the New-Hebrides group consisted of Erromango, 
Vate, Ambrym, St. Bartholomew, Santo, Api, and Mallicolo. 
The major part of the collection was formed on Vate (or 
Sandwich Island), in the neighbourhood of Havanna Harbour, 
the time spent on some of the others having been too limited 
to do more than note such birds as were seen and fully 
recognized. The number of species of which examples were 
collected amounts to twenty-five, those seen and noted to 
thirty-eight. In the tabulated list appended the numerals 
indicate the numbers procured, the asterisk that the species 
was observed but not procured. 
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1. Circus, sp.? i 

A Harrier, resembling the Fijian species (Circus approxi- 
mans), was seen questing over the grassy uplands and hill- 
sides of Vate and Api, but was too wary to offer the chance 
of a shot.—L. L. 


2. UROSPIZIAS, sp. ? 

A few small Hawks were also seen on Vate and Api, but 
very wild and scarce.—L. L. 

[Probably Urospizias torquata, Temm., which I have re- 
ceived from Aneiteum.—H. B. T. | 


3. STRIX DELICATULA, Gould. 

An Owl, undoubtedly of this widely spread species, flew 
over our heads one evening as we were concluding a game of 
cricket in the island of Vate.—L. L. 

We have an idol, taken at Api, in the head of which is a 
tuft of feathers pulled from the wing of this white Owl.— 
E. L. L. 


4. Hatcyon sancta, Vig. & Horsf. ? 

This was observed, or procured, in all the places visited. 
It was not so common as in New Caledonia, but equally dis- 
tributed in the forest, grass-land, and sea-shore, perhaps most 
in the forest. Bill black, with basal half of lower mandible 
white; legs ashy ; iris dark brown.—L. L. 

I cannot separate this Kingfisher from the New-Caledonian 
bird, though it is generally, I should say, larger, and has a 
more robust bill; but these characters differ in birds procured 
from the same localities, and vary with sex and age.—E. L. L. 

[Mr. Layard has received a Kingfisher from Aneiteum, 
which he takes to be H. julie, but which is evidently of this 
species. No doubt H. julie is little more than a local repre- 
sentative of H. sacra, to which it is more closely allied than 
to H. sancta. It is less brightly coloured than the former, | 
but has not nearly so green a hue as H. sancta. But the 
differentiating character is the dark chestnut necklet from 
the upper mandible encircling the occiput. This is equally 
remarkable in all stages of plumage. In all this group of 
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Halcyoninse I observe that the under wing-coverts seem to 
grow pure white with age, while in immature birds they are 
more or less cinnamon-colour. I have received a large series 
of H. julia from Aneiteum, and also several specimens of H. 
sancta from the same place.—H. B. T.] | 

[Note-——Samoa. Halcyon pealei, ¥.&H. I have a soli- 
tary example of this bird from Tutuila, the only place where 
it is found in the Navigators’ Islands, kindly procured for me 
by Mr. Whitmee. The sex was not marked; but I think it a 
female. Sharpe, I remember, unites this with H. sacra; and, 
except that it has more white about the head than that bird, 
Iseeno difference. In this species the under wing-coverts are 
pure white; in Halcyon recurvirostra, Lafr, in the male pale 
cinnamon, in the female just washed. | 

Tonga. Halcyon sacra 3, 9, et juv. Under-coverts en- 
tirely pure white. In my Fijian male the flanks, nuchal collar, 
and eyebrow are, more or less, cinnamon. In my Tongan 
male, adult, these parts are white, as in the female, while a 
young male shows traces of the cmnamon.—kE. L. L.} 


5. COLLOCALIA UROPYGIALIS, G. R. G. 

6. COLLOCALIA LEUCOPYGIA, Wall., and 

7. COLLOCALIA ? 

These three Swiftlets were universally distributed on all the 
islands visited.—L. L. 

Only three specimens were brought by L. L., one of each 
species. The first two accord well with New-Caledonian 
birds, which I identify as above. The third, and last, is like 
nothing that I have seen in Fiji, Samoa, or Tonga. It is 
larger and more robust than any I have from these places, 
and is of a uniform smoky dark drab, with no white patch on 
the rump. I feel sure that I saw a bird of this species pass 
over my head as I sat in a window of my present residence. 
A number of the common Swiftlet (C. leucopygia) were flying 
about ; and as the bird in question passed I instantly detected 
its much larger size and square form, and the absence of the 
white uropygium. It appeared to me also that the shape of 
the tail, as it spread it, was different ; but I had but a momen- 
tary glance of this. On seeing the bird brought from the 
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New Hebrides I immediately recognized that it was like the 
bird I had seen.—E. L. L. 


8. Hirunpo ranitica, Gmel. 

Only six individuals of this Swallow were seen—one pair on 
Santo and two pairs on Vate, out of which last three birds 
were procured. These were in a maize-field, attracted by the 
insects put up by burning the grass. They perched on the 
tops of the stalks. In Santo they were on trees overhanging 
water. Bill and legs black; iris dark brown.—L. L. 

Identical with the Fijian bird.—E. L. L. 


9. MYZOMELA SANGUINOLENTA (Lath.). 

Scarce; the only one procured, and that too damaged by the 
shot to preserve, was killed on the summit of a cocoanut-tree. 
This is the favourite resort of the Fijian M. gularis. On Api 
and Mallicolo they were on “ crotons”’ and the “ kavika ” tree. 
The planters said that when the ‘‘crotons” were in flower 
their gardens were full of the Myzomela.—L. L. 

Identical with the New-Caledonian bird. The specimen 
above alluded to was brought to Noumea in spirits.—E. L. L. 


10. GLYCYPHILA FLAvoTINCTA, G. R. Gray. 

This “ Honey-eater”’ was only seen on Vate, where it was 
very scarce and wild. It was frequenting a long trumpet- 
shaped yellow flower growing on the beach. Iris whity 
brown ; bill and legs black.—L. L. 


1l. ZOSTEROPS GRISEINOTA, G. R. G. 

This “ White-eye” was found in pairs in the cultivated 
grounds. Iris bright brown; bill light black; legs ashy.— 
L. L. 

This is certainly identical with the New-Caledonian species, 
but more robust.—E. L. L. 


12. ZOSTEROPS FLAVIFRONS, G. R. Gray. 

Found in small flocks, keeping to the forest. The planters 
say that both these “ White-eyes”?” have become scarcer of 
late years, owing to the fact that they have taken to breeding 
in the cotton-fields, where the native labourers engaged in 
picking the cotton find their. nests and destroy them. Iris 
dark brown; bill light black; legs ashy.—L. L. 
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I identify this bird with that described by the late Mr. G. 
R. Gray in the ‘Cruise of the Curacoa;’ but the figure is 
coloured much too green on the back. The figure of Z. sia- 
mensis (Ibis, 1876, p. 350, pl. x.) much more nearly resembles 
our bird.—E. L. L. 


13 & 14. Mrervra ——? 

Two “ Blackbirds”? were seen :—a very dark one on Am- 
brym, which I thought resembled the Samoan bird, T. vani- 
korensis ; and a brown one on St. Bartholomew, which more 
resembled in colour those I shot on Vanua Levu (M. tempesti, 
Layard). They had the usual “ Blackbird ” call and habits. 
—L. L. 


15. Myiaera MELANURA, G. R. Gray. 

This Broad-billed Flycatcher was distributed through all 
the islands visited. Their habits resembled those of the New- 
Caledonia birds. I found them more about the bush skirting 
the seashore than in the inland forest. Iris dark brown; bill 
ashy blue; legs and feet black.—L. L. 

Among the specimens brought the Erromango bird has a 
conspicuously smaller bill, but is otherwise not distinguishable. 
The bill of the New-Caledonian bird, M. viridinitens, G. R. 
Gray, is just intermediate between the two; but that species 
can at once be separated from them by the white feathers: in 
the tail, which in M. melanura are wanting. Canon Tristram 
(loc. cit.) alludes to “ the rich chestnut” of the female. He 
has been led into error here by his correspondents. L. L. 
brought a female with the same black-coloured chest as the 
male; and the sexes of our allied M. viridinitens, G. R. Gray, 
are identical. The chestnut-chested bird is distinct; what 
it is I do not know, as L. L. only saw it. It is probably 
allied to, if not identical with, M. caledonica, G. R. Gray, in 
which both sexes, as in the Samoan M. albiventris, are chest- 
nut; or it may be M. vanicorensis, Q. et G.—E. L. L. 

[Note.—I have before me specimens of both the black- and 
the chestnut-breasted Flycatcher from Samoa, Fiji, New Cale- 
donia, and New Hebrides. I have very possibly been led into 
error by my correspondents respecting the New-Hebrides 
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birds. From Mr. Layard’s remarks I have no doubt that 
what I assumed to be the female of M. melanura is a distinct 
species. I have carefully compared my three specimens with 
M. albiventris, Peale, from Samoa, and with M. latirostris, 
Gould, from Timor, and I cannot detect any difference. I have 
no doubt that Cassin is correct in uniting these latter (U.S. 
Explor. Exp. p. 149); and I venture also to include the New- 
Hebrides species. M. rubecula (Lath.) and M. caledonica, Bp., 
are very distinct.—H. B. T.] 


16. Mytacra ——? . 

A chestnut-hellied Myiagra was seen on Vate; but my 
cartridge missed fire ; and he never gave me a second chance at 
him.—L. L. 

This was probably M. vanicorensis, Q. et G., which Mr. 
Gray (‘ Birds of Tropical Islands,’ p. 17) gives from Vanicoro 
and Fiji. The Fijian bird, however, is separated by Verreaux 
under the name of castaneiventris, though united by Drs. 
Finsch and Hartlaub. It is much to be regretted that speci- 
mens of this species were not procured, that a comparison . 
might have been instituted between it and the various red- 
bellied species from Samoa, Fiji, and New Caledonia, all of 
which are in our collection.—E. L. L. 


17. PacHYCEPHALA CHLORURA, G. R. Gray. 

This Pachycephala betrays its presence throughout the 
islands by its loud ringing note, reminding one of the Taviuni 
P. torquata, Layard. Like his cousins, he is shy and retiring, 
frequenting the densest bush, where he is more easily heard 
than seen. I sought one for nearly two hours before I shot 
him, being guided by his voice the whole while, and being 
not more than a dozen yards from him, he remaining motion- 
less and unseen. Iris dark brown; bill black ; legs and feet 
ashy.—L. L. 

Male and female of this species were brought; the latter 
do not resemble their Fijian sisters in their dress, affecting 
brighter colours (yellow, white, and green) instead of the 
sombre red-browns of the latter. Our New-Caledonian bird, 
which much resembles this, is almost mute.—E. L. L. 
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18. Eorsaurria cucutiata, G. R. Gray. 

I came across an example of this species in Api, but was 
so close to it that, had I fired, I should have blown it to 
pieces; while I waited for a better chance it made off, and I 
saw it no more.—L. L. 


19. GRAUCALUS CINEREUS, G. R. Gray. 

Frequents the high tree-forest in Mallicolo, St. Bartho- 
lomew, and Santo, but is not found, according to native testi- 
mony, on Api (which is in sight from Mallicolo), nor on Vate, 
in which latter place I sought for it without success, and the 
planters likewise did not know of it. The stomachs of those 
examined contained beetles. Iris yellowish white ; legs, feet, 
and bill black.—L. L. 

Identical with the New-Caledonian bird.—E. L. L. 


20. LALAGE BANKSIANA, G. R. Gray. 

This very beautiful Shrike was brought in by a native on 
Vate, mixed up with Cuculus bronzinus, some Doves and 
other small birds, and a couple of “ Flying Foxes,” all thrown 
together in a basket, covered with blood, and stinking of the 
big Bats. I had a hard job to wash the first two clean, but 
was amply rewarded for my trouble, this being the only one 
seen. ‘The native said it had been shot in the bush along the 
sea-shore. Its stomach was full of small helices. Iris deep 
brown; bill, legs, and feet black.—L. L. 

The colour of the underparts of this Lalage is a lovely 
warm yellow-ochre, far richer than depicted in the ‘ Cruise 
of the Curaçoa.? The wing-secondaries are also tinted, but 
not so deeply, with the same colour.—H. L. L. 


21. Lavage ——? 

Another Lalage I killed from a large tree overshadowing 
the house belonging to Capt. Macleod in “ Sou’-west Bay,” 
where I stayed some time. It was the only one I saw. Iris 
drab; bill, feet, and legs black.—L. L. 

I have not been able to identify this species. T L. L. 


22. ARTAMUS MELALEUCUS, Forst. 

Found on Vate, Mallicolo, and Santo, frequenting the 
tops of high isolated trees, and selecting the bare topmost 
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branches for their perches. Also on low bushes and Pandanus 
trees on the grassy uplands. Iris dark brown; bill ashy ; 
feet and legs black.—L. L. 

Mr. G. R. Gray (‘ Birds of Tropical Islands’) does not in- 
clude any species of Artamus from the New Hebrides. The 
Species seems to me identical with the New-Caledonian race. 
BK. LL. L 


23. ERYTHRURA, sp. inc. 

I saw a small flock of an Amadavat in the yam-gardens of a 
cannibal village on the mountains in the interior of the island 
of Vate. As I was creeping up to them one of my companions 
fired at a “ Flying Fox,” and startled them away. They were 
green and scarlet, like the New-Caledonian species Æ. psit- 
tacea (Gin.); but the scarlet seemed much brighter.—L. L. 


24, TRICHOGLOSSUS MASSENA, Bp. 

These Parrakeets are common on Vate, but difficult to pro- 
cure on account of their wildness. ‘They frequent the 
pawpan trees, devouring the fruit. On the little island of 
“« Nguna,” adjoining Vate, I found them on the cocoanut- 
trees. The Erythrina was notin flower at this season. They 
usually fly in small flocks, probably the members of one 
family. They feed very silently; and the first notice one 
usually has of their presence is the piercing scream they emit 
when they dart off from the tree to convey themselves to a 
safer locality.—L. L. 


25 & 26. TRicHoetossus, spp. ince. 


A Parrakeet was seen on Vate, Santo, and Api—a very 


small species, probably T. palmarum; and another in the 
centre of Santo, with a red breast, and about the size of Lorius 
solitarius of Fiji. L. 


27. CucuLus BRoNzINUS, G. R. Gray. 

Seen or heard on all the islands, but very shy; the only 
specimen procured was the one mentioned above. Iris orange; 
bill black; legs and feet yellow.—L. L. 

This bird resembles the New-Caledonian, but has a far 
more robust bill. Our bird is certainly migratory. Mr. L. 
Layard was in the New-Hebrides group from the beginning 
of June to the middle of July.—H. L. L. 
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28, Eupynamis TaAHITIUs (Gm.). 

This Cuckoo was shot by a native on the banks of a river 
which we were descending, in Vate. Neither Mr. Young, 
with whom I was staying, nor the native seemed to know it. 
-= On Ambrym I saw a native with some tail-feathers of this 
species stuck in his “ wool ” as a decoration, Iris dark brown ; 
bill dark brown; legs and feet green.—L. L. 


29. Pritopus creyi, G. R. Gray. 

These lovely Doves were more abundant near Havanna 
Harbour (Vate) than elsewhere; on the other side of the island 
they were unknown to the resident missionary. There the 
Yellow-headed Dove (no. 80) was found; and it did not 
extend, in its turn, to the Havanna-Harbour side. The “ Red- 
headed” Doves were generally scattered through the bush ; 
the “ Yellow-headed ”’ frequented the banian trees, then in 
fruit, coming in flocks, but most wary in their habits and dif- 
ficult to get at. Both species were in prime condition, covered 
with fat, rendering them doubly difficult to skin. Iris light 
orange; bill green; legs and feet maroon.—L. L. 


30. CHRYS@NAS, sp. inc. 

Erromango, Vate, and Ambrym were the islands where I 
procured this fine Dove. Its yellow head reminded me of 
that of the glorious “ Orange Dove” of Fiji, or more so of 
the new species described by my father from Kandavu, C. 
viridis, Layard. I was especially pleased to get this bird, as, 
if I mistake not, Mr. Ramsay, the curator of the Australian 
Museum, showed me a specimen from Mallicolo, brought in 
alcohol by the surgeon of H.M.S. ‘ Pearl,’ and which, he said, 
was a new and undescribed species. Iris buff; bill green ; 
legs maroon.—L. L. 

I cannot help thinking this bird comes very near the genus 
Chryscnas, being intermediate between it and Ptilopus ; but 
I have no diagnosis of its characters to which to refer. The 
apical termination of the first primary is more cut away than 
in Chrysenas, but not so much as in Ptilopus.—H. L. L. 

[Note-——No specimen of this bird has been sent by Mr. 


Layard.—H. B. T.] 
U2 
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31. CHALCOPHAPS CHRYSOCHLORA, G. R. Gray. 

Found on all the islands. Habits the same as those in New 
Caledonia ; frequents the ground in the bush. Iris dark 
brown; bill orange; legs maroon.—L. L. 


32. CALG@INAS FERRUGINEA (Forst.). 

Generally distributed in the thick bush, much frequent the 
ground, never go on high trees; when flushed they perch on 
branches near the ground. Feed onsmallseeds. Iris yellow; 
legs and feet red; bill black.—L. L. 


33. CARPOPHAGA PACIFICA. 

The large Fruit-eating Pigeon is abundant in all the islands. 
I shot it for the pot more than for skinning, and found it excel- 
lent eating. It was frequenting the banian, then in fruit. 
Native name “ Oom,” from its call.—L. L. 


34. [ANTHŒNAS HYPŒNOCHROA, Gould. 

Also generally distributed, but not so abundant as the pre- 
vious one. Feeds on banian. They were common in Erro- 
mango, but so reduced in flesh by the destruction of their food 
by the hurricane of the previous April as to be hardly worth 
shooting. The captain of the missionary ship ‘ Dayspring’ 
informed me that shortly after the hurricane they came out 
of the forest in such numbers, seeking for food, that he shot 
twenty couple in a short time, as they perched about the 
mission walks and homestead. He, however, found them so 
poor that he gave over shooting at them.—L. L. 

These Pigeons seem identical with the New-Caledonian 
species; the single specimen of the previous species brought 
is somewhat smaller than the Fijian race.—E. L. L. 


35. Mecapopius, sp. inc.* ? 

Native name “ Malou.” Is getting very scarce in conse- 
quence of the rapid increase of pigs and tame cats that have 
taken to the bush. It 1s a very shy and wary bird, and is 
found only on the sides of deep densely wooded ravines, where 
it scratches about among the rocks for the worms, small 


* [The Megapode of the New Hebrides has been named M. brazieri 
(Sclater, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 529), from eggs obtained by Mr. Brazier at 
Vanua Lavu and Sandwich Islands.—Epp.) 
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helices, and little hard seeds that form its food. The natives 
among the New-Hebrides group tell me that in their islands 
the “ Malou” deposits its eggs in a hole scratched under a 
rotten fallen log in the forest, and then covers them up with 
leaves. This account was confirmed by an intelligent mis- 
sionary on the island of Sandwich, or Vate. In the Solo- 
mon Islands, however, I am assured by all the natives I have 
asked, white traders, and officers of H.M. ships, that the 
birds lay in the sand just above high-water mark. I hope to 
get to those islands myself next year. While staying on Vate 
I offered a large reward in beads, tobacco, and tomahawks to 
any native who would conduct me to a nest, so that I could 
get the eggs out with my own hands. Just two days after I 
left in the ‘ Dayspring’ for the other islands, a man brought 
three eggs, fresh laid. He was told to come back again as 
soon as the vessel returned; but he did not, and J never saw 
a nest. The natives use the leg-bones of this bird for pipe- 
stems. I travelled to a place on the eastern side of Vate, 
where I was told there were still a few remaining. My host, 
who was just getting over a severe attack of fever and ague, 
could only take me to the edge of a ravine, and give me di- 
rections. I stole along carefully, just stepping from one rock 
to another, and every few yards stopping behind a tree to 
listen and reconnoitre. I must have walked a mile and a half 
up that gully, and could not have gone more circumspectly 
if I had been looking for gold. Twice, I was certain, I heard 
scratching among the dead leaves, but could see no birds. 
I could have had several shots at fowls run wild, but I was 
after nobler game. At length, as the bats were already flit- 
ting round my head, I thought it time to retrace my footsteps. 
I had not gone far when, with a hoarse croak, a dark object 
bounded over the bottom of the watercourse I was walking 
in. In the gathering darkness I could only see a black mass, 
like a stone, among the saplings. However, as I knew I could 
not get any nearer, I tried the choke-bore at it. The smoke 
hung round so that I could see nothing, and T heard no flut- 
tering among the leaves; but when I went up to the place 
there lay my first “ Malou,” shot through the head and heart. 
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A little further on I heard the scratching (sure sign !) ; but 
while cautiously peeping round a big tree, an envious rotten 
branch caught against my breast and broke with a loud snap, 
and I just got a glimpse of the “ Malou ” running like a race- 
horse over a slight elevation close by. Next day I was in 
a ravine so precipitous that I had to get into the summit of 
a big tree, and climb down that way. I had not gone far 
when I heard something that sounded remarkably like a 
“Malou.” As before, I was in the bed of the watercourse. 
Į looked all about the almost perpendicular sides: nothing to 
be seen; but the noise still continued; and at last, right in 
front of me, on a little pebbly bank, under a huge rock, I 
caught sight of two splendid “ Malous,” slowly retreating, and 
looking full at me. They were evidently old birds, in full 
breeding-plumage, their bare red heads and necks shining 
grandly in a gleam of sunshine; and they carried their absurd 
little tails stuck straight down between their legs. I was de- 
lighted at getting such a good look at so rare a bird, and tried 
to get both at one shot ; but I have been “sold ” too often by 
being too greedy, so knocked over the furthest one with a half- 
charge. The other one apparently vanished into thin air, as 
I saw nothing more of him. About a mile higher up the 
ravine I was startled by the hoarse cry of alarm, which appears 
to be the only sound these birds emit, and I could just see 
the bird’s red head as he stared at me from behind a clump 
of rocks. I soon had the pleasure of handling him. My 
friend the planter was astonished at my success, and said that 
though he had resided there five years he had never got three 
birds in two days. 

The natives on Ambrym and Espiritu Santo told me there 
were plenty about, and promised me both birds and eggs ; but 
we stayed too short a time in each place to allow the novelty 
of the ship’s presence to wear off, so that they could go and 
hunt. As I was stepping into the boat at Ambrym a native 
rushed up with one egg, and I gave him a stick of tobacco 
for it. The iris of this bird is dark brown; bill pale yellow ; 
legs and feet bright yellow; claws horn-coloured, very long, 
curved, and flat on the underside.—L. L. 
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[ Note.—No specimen forwarded. I have several eggs of a 
Megapode from Vate, sent by the Rev. J. Inglis —H. B. T.] 

The eggs brought from Vate are of a uniform red-brown, 
very thin shells, axis 8" 7", diam. 2”; one is somewhat smaller 
than the other. That from Ambrym is a light fawn-colour, 
axis 3" 3", diam. 1” 11”. Eggs from Savo resemble those 
from Vate in colour and shape; but the birds are said by those 
to whom I have shown the Vate birds to be much larger. 
—E. L. L. 


36. ANAS SUPERCILIOSA, Gm. 

I only once (on Santo) saw any wild fowl. ‘There was one 
solitary Duck, which I took to be of this species, and two 
Sandpipers.—L. L. 

I have A. superciliosa from Aneiteum.—H. B. T. 


+37. STREPSILAS INTERPRES (L.). 

They certainly were not Golden Plovers (Charadrius fulvus) , 
or Totanus.incanus, with both of which I am very familiar. 
—L. lL. 


38. STERNA BERGII, Licht. 

The only thing in the shape of a Gull or a Tern was this 
widely spread species ; it seemed pretty generally distributed, 
but nowhere common. Amonst the islands I saw no Petrels, 
nor Gannets, nor Frigate-birds, nor Bo’swains.—L. L. 


Respecting the new species of Porphyrio, I think my re- 
verend friend will have to alter his opinion on comparing a 
series from the Fiji, Navagators’, Friendly, and New-Caledo- 
nian Islands, such as I have now before me. I can make out 
no differences except in size. Of course with P. indicus it has 
nothing to do. I imagine that the species is identical in all 
the South-Sea Islands. 

The nest, with the “ pendent tail,” resembling an inverted 
cone or jelly-bag, is surely that of a Rhipidura, all of which 
have, more or less, the “ pendent tail.” 
~ I annex a table of the distribution of species, as observed 
by my son, in the New Hebrides.—E. L. L. 


P.S. I should be glad to be allowed to correct an error, 
if I have not already done so, At p. 156 of ‘The Ibis,’ 


280 


On some Birds from New Hebrides. 


1876, I stated that I had obtamed Anous cinereus abun- 
dantly on coral islands to the N.E. of Madagascar. 


have been “ Sterna melunauchen.’—E. L. L. 
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observed by Mr. L. Layard. 


This, 
if not an error of the press, was a lapsus calami ; it should 


Distribution of Species in the New-Hebrides Group, as 


